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Local Artist’s Work Hangs in Athens
Local artist Carole Boller says her 

painting, “Waiting,” was selected for 
display at the U.S. embassy in Athens, 
Greece. 

“I chose Boller’s artwork because 
it perfectly fits my desire to feature 
work from my home state of 
California,” Geoffrey Pyatt, the new 
U.S. ambassador to Greece, said in a 

statement. 
Boller said she was contacted by a 

curator for the American Institute of 
Physics, in Washington, D.C., whose 
chief executive Robert Brown is a 
collector.

Boller, who says her work is in a 
French museum and private collections 
in England and Italy, also has created 
public art in her hometown, a 
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Beth Fitchet Wood performs in 2013 with her husband Steve at the Marine Room and return together in a church concert April 1.

Melissa Morgan

Church 
Concert 
Features 
Rockstar 
Locals

Local musicians Beth and Steve 
Wood headline the Peaceful Easy Fool’s 
benefit concert at 7 p.m. April 1 at the 
Neighborhood Congregational Church, 
340 St. Ann’s Dr.

The performance will help raise 
funds to support local musicians, says a 
statement.

Joining the former members of the 
band Honk will be Jack Tempchin, a 
songwriter whose hits for the Eagles 
included “Peaceful Easy Feeling” 
and “Already Gone,” and composer 
songwriter Ernest Troost.

Suggested donation is $20. For info: 
contact Pam Wicks at pwicks23@gmail.
com or the NCC office at 949 494-8061. 

Go Off to See the Wizard
The Laguna Playhouse Youth Theatre 

will mount 12 performances of “The 
Wizard of Oz,” directed by Donna 
Inglima, Friday, March 31 to Sunday, 
April 9.
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Getting Out

Student matinees are presented on 
Thursday and Friday, April 6 and 7, at 
10 a.m.  Weekend performances are at 
7 p.m. Fridays and at 1 and 6 p.m. on 
Saturdays and Sundays.  

Tickets of $15 to $25 can be purchased 
by calling 949 497-2787.

Playhouse’s New Season Opens With 
‘Hairspray’

Laguna Playhouse’s 97th season begins 
with rockin’ summer shows “Hairspray” 
and “A Night with Janis Joplin.”

It includes the Broadway version of 
the film, “The Graduate” and the third 
engagement from Lythgoe Family Panto 
with “Aladdin & Jasmine’s Winter Wish.”

More classics coming to the local stage 
include “I am my Own Wife,” “Angry 

Men,” Tony winner “Clybourne Park,” 
and an eighth as yet unannounced show.

 Subscriptions are now available by 
calling the Box Office at 949 497-2787.

Melissa Morgan 
Entertains Cabaret Style

Vocalist Melissa Morgan performs in 
Laguna for the first time March 29 in 
Laguna Beach Live!’s Jazz Wednesdays 
series at Seven Degrees, 891 Laguna 
Canyon Road.

The venue offers a full bar and buffet 
dinner. Concerts start at 6 p.m. and the 
doors and kitchen open an hour before.

Cover charge is $20 in advance, 
$25 at the door. Buy tickets online at 
lagunabeachlive.org or by phone at 800-
595-4849. 
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Carole Boller’s “Waiting.”
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ON THE TABLE

Local Chefs 
Illuminate 
Homelessness

Three Laguna chefs recently 
switched their kitchens for a 
Disneyland Resort Hotel ballroom, 

all in the name of 
the Illumination 
Foundation, which 
helps homeless 
families and 
their children. 
The annual OC 
Chef ’s Table event 
brought together 
local politicians, 
philanthropists, 
and supporters, 

who enjoyed a gourmet meal created 
and cooked for them by one of 32 top 
Orange County chefs. 

Last year, the foundation 
constructed their first house and since 
last Thanksgiving they have helped 

over 20 families with emergency 
housing. This year’s event March 
12 raised over $680,000, which 
foundation leaders say will be used 
to create another home and take 
in double the number of families, 
creating a stable environment for 
them to achieve self-sufficiency.

Laguna was represented by chefs 
from three restaurants, Alejandro 
Guzman from Centrál, the Gonzalez 
brothers Rosendo and Omar from 
Nick’s, and Ron Fougeray from 
Splashes at Surf and Sand Resort. 
Each created a unique experience for 
their guests. 

The chef ’s table experience 
has exploded in popularity as a 
fundraising format and destination 
for foodies. The annual Table for 
Ten Chef ’s Table just took place in 
Dana Point and featured four Laguna 
Beach restaurants, Maro Wood Grill, 
Nirvana, The Loft at the Montage 
resort and Harvest from The Ranch. 

Chefs acknowledge that showcasing 
is a major part of the event, but not 
the primary motivator. “OC Chef ’s 

BY EILEEN   
KEIGHLEY
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Author Examines
McDonald’s Fortune Giveaway

Author and journalist Lisa Napoli 
will discuss her new book, “Ray & Joan: 
The Man Who Made the McDonald’s 
Fortune and the Woman Who Gave It 
All Away” at 4 p.m. Sunday, March 26, 
at Laguna Beach Books, 1200 S. Coast 
Highway.

Hers is an American tale of corporate 
intrigue and private passion: a struggling 
salesman with a vision for a fast-food 
franchise that would become one of 
the world’s most enduring brands, and 
a beautiful woman willing to risk her 
marriage and her reputation to promote 
controversial causes that touched her 
deeply. Together, the two stories form a 
compelling portrait of big business, big 
love, and big giving.

/ilovegelsons @gelsonsmarkets @gelsonsmarkets /gelsonsmarketsFind us on 

$10 Off
your entire order of $50 or more.*
Our way of saying “thanks” for shopping with us!

*Offer valid at Laguna Beach only. Excludes 
pharmacy, dairy, tobacco, bakery, alcohol, 
gift cards and postage stamps. Cannot 
be used with any other offer. Limit one 
coupon per customer per day. No cash 
back. No reproductions accepted; coupon 
must be surrendered when tendered.

Expires: 03/26/2017  PLU #8881www.gelsons.com

Laguna Beach 
30922 South Coast Highway

(949) 499-8130

March 24-26, 2017

3Day
Sale Laguna Beach

SPEND MORE SAVE MORE

Spend $40 or more between Monday, 
March 27 and Sunday, April 2 and receive 
savings vouchers to be used on your 
next visit*

$40–$74.99: 
$10 off your next purchase 
of $50 or more

$75–$124.99: 
$20 off your next purchase 
of $100 or more

$125+: $30 off your 
next purchase of $150 
or more

*Exclusions apply.
Visit Gelsons.com or any 
store for full details.

Laguna Beach
949-499-8130

  * Selected varieties. Some items are taxable. 
    Prices valid at Gelson's Laguna Beach location only. 

$11.99
Buy 6 & save price: $10.79 ea

750 ml

Don Miguel
Gascón Malbec

SAVE 
UP TO

36%

$4.99/lb
Previously Frozen. Available in our Meat 

USA Raised Pork 
Baby Back Ribs

Serving 
Suggestion

SAVE 
$4.00

PER LB

2/$5.00* +crv
10.5 oz

Califia 
Cold Brew Coffee

SAVE 
$2.98

ON TWO

$3.99*

6 rolls

Quilted Northern
Bath Tissue

SAVE 
$3.00

$2.99*

16 oz

Stonyfield
Frozen Yogurt

SAVE 
$1.50

$8.99/lb

Oscar Wilde
Irish Cheddar

SAVE 
$4.00

PER LB

$7.99*
12 oz or 10 ct

Starbucks
Coffee

SAVE 
AT LEAST

$2.00

$2.99
8 oz pkg

Organic 
Blackberries

SAVE 
$1.00
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temporary mural for the Verizon 
building downtown and an addition to 
the city’s banner collection.

Joely Fisher Headlines Art Star Awards
Award-winning actress Joely Fisher 

is the guest speaker of the 11th Annual 
Art Star Awards, scheduled for Sunday, 
April 2, at Seven-Degrees.

Fisher is best known for her role 
on the television sitcom “Ellen,” but 
local audiences saw her recent in a 
live performance in “Sleeping Beauty 
and her Winter Knight” at Laguna 
Playhouse. 

The daughter of Hollywood legends 
actress Connie Stevens and singer 
Eddie Fisher, she performed with her 
mother and Bob Hope during the 
Persian Gulf War and for President 
and Mrs. George H. W. Bush at the 
Kennedy Center.  

The Laguna Beach Arts Alliance’s Art 
Star awards recognizes stand-outs of the 
last year in several categories.

Tickets, $100 each, are available at 
info@lagunabeacharts.org.

Joely Fisher

Table gives us the opportunity to 
give back to our community. I want 
to help and contribute to this cause,” 
said Omar Gonzalez, Nick’s regional 
chef. 

His peers echoed this sentiment. 
“For me, it’s a great opportunity 
to meet other chefs, but most 
importantly it’s a great cause,” 
Fougeray said. “My wife introduced 
me to the Illumination Foundation 
and their work a couple of years ago, 
and I knew I had to get involved.”   

The event itself is grand and full 
of excitement. A battle of the sushi 
chefs kicked off the evening and, in 
a tight competition, Chef Jennifer 
Ravalo and the all-women staff of 
SuShe Art took the winning title. This 
healthy sense of creative competition 
ran throughout the evening. The 
first glimpse were the tables, some 
of which had taken teams nearly 
five hours to prepare, and featured 
everything from live fish to items 
from a ‘50s era ocean liner. “It’s a team 
effort both before and on the day,” 
noted Chef Fougeray. “At Splashes, I 
worked with the food and beverage 
director as well as two teams, one for 
the core table and one for the flowers.” 
This teamwork was evidenced by 
a table full of surprises like menus 
perfectly placed in mason jars filled 
with sand and shells or pieces of white 

coral and driftwood.
Alongside each guest table were 

chef stations, complete with a 
ceremoniously laid out prep area. As 
the finishing touches were made, the 
room took on an air of anticipation. 
With guests paying anywhere between 
$1,000 to $50,000, just what did it 
take to host a chef ’s table and why 
does this type of event attract some of 
Laguna’s best restaurants?

First, they must stick to the rules. 
Deliver the guests a full-on white 
glove experience and be as elaborate 
as they wanted with the menu and 
table design, centerpieces of no higher 
than five feet and a minimum of five 
courses. 

Over several years Nick’s 
Restaurants developed stronger ties 
with the foundation. “They don’t 
only participate in our glamorous 
evenings, but are also a part of all 
our events directly benefiting our 
local homeless families and children,” 
said Paul Leon, president and 
chief executive of the Irvine-based 
nonprofit. “They work with the 
families and that is invaluable. All our 
families look forward to seeing Nick’s 
chefs and Nick himself at all our client 
events, big or small, because they 
know that they’ll always be greeted 
with a warm smile, conversation and 
incredible food.” 

Nick’s table design spelled out their 
passion for the cause: a stunningly 
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The Write Stuff
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